
 

 

St John United Church of Christ, Penntown, 10:30am 
Church office: 812-623-3410 or stjohns@etczone.com 

Rev. David Johnston: 859-466-4344 (c) 812-934-2715 (h); 
djohnston311@gmail.com 

Children’s Sunday School: (None during Lent due to Spring break) 
 

We offer a warm welcome to you, and lift in prayer those who are unable to be here.  
We thank the Rev. Ted Richmond for bringing our message! 

    

         

March 1, 2020 ~ First Sunday in Lent 
 

Please lift in Prayer: the family of Kevin Hornberger; Dr. Dirk Hines (friend of Katie 
Steelman with kidney disease); Carmen Camarena (gallbladder surgery); Carolyn Richter; 

Janet Schwab; Harold Richards; Steve Todd; Brittany Wolf; Amber Knueven (Roy M’s 
granddaughter); Bob Stanley and Perry Cassidy (in Afghanistan) & their families; Jim Cook; 

Lynsey Gesell; Isabelle Welch; Barb Francis’ brothers Blake and Dale; Jacqueline Lynch. 
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A Thought to Ponder: 

"The devil doesn't need to invent any new temptations; 
the old ones work as well as they ever have." 

Billy Graham, 20th century 
 

Welcome & Announcements    * (Those who are able, please stand)  

Prelude 

*Call to Worship  
L:   Temptation surrounds us at every turn, inviting us to take just a little more: 
People: More food, more money, more power, more life! 
L:  “What could it hurt?” we hear, on television, from friends, in our own souls: 
People:  More suffering, more hunger, more need, more fear, more anger. 
L:  So we gather today in worship to hear the consequences of “more”: 
People:  And to celebrate that we do not need “more”  

when we have everything in Christ. 
L: Beloved of God, let us drink deeply from the wellspring of God’s Spirit, 

which has all we need to live fully, love deeply, and serve faithfully. 
    People:  Thanks be to God! 

*Opening Hymn     “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”          #252 

*Prayer of Confession  
Creative, passionate God, 
you delight to shape the world in beauty and harmony. 
You invite us to participate in the balance of creation. 
We grow in wisdom as our experience unfolds; 
we take good learning out of difficult situations yet also 
find our well-meant endeavors leading to unintended consequences. 
Too often we give in to temptation 
that disrupts the joyous, chaotic order of the universe. 
We cannot undo all our mistakes, 
but we can turn once more to the living presence of Jesus 
and find new ways to live and love each other and the earth. 

Do not let our hearts be fearful, 
but let us in silence acknowledge our sin 
and seek the forgiveness that restores your peace. (Silent Confession) 

*Assurance of Pardon 
Even as Adam and Eve faced the consequences of their sin, 
our God prepared a way for them still to be connected to the earth 
and to the living presence of God. 



 

 

So it is with all of us: 
in Christ’s life, ministry, death and resurrection, 
we are made able to persist, upright and strong, for our sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

*Passing of Peace 

*Response        “Sanctuary”        #482 
Lord, pre-pare me to be a sanc-tu-ar-y, pure and ho-ly, tried and true; 

With thanks-giv-ing, I’ll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for you. 

Scripture  Romans 5:12-19  *Matthew 4:1-11 

Meditation                 “Lead Us Not Into Temptation”      Rev. Ted Richmond 
Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer (sins/sin) 

Call to the Offering 
In the story of Adam and Eve, 
we see creation’s splendid possibilities and humanity’s tragic limitations. 
In Christ, we see humanity’s strength and God’s glory made manifest – 
the harmony of creation restored. 
We offer these gifts and tithes as we seek to restore balance and beauty 
to a world gone haywire with temptation and deceit. 

*Offertory Response                     “Doxology”             #44 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Faithful God, let these gifts be like food and drink in the wilderness 
for those who have suffered and longed for your presence. 
May these offerings strengthen those who are resisting temptation 
and lead us to attend to all who need your healing touch. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, our example and savior. Amen. 

Communion Hymn       “Just As I Am”         #354 
Invitation to Holy Communion 

Come, as we embark on the dawn of this new season. 
Come, as we reflect upon the dusk of our lives. 
Come, as we set aside our distractions and the concerns of our minds. 
Come, as we focus on the heart of the matter. 
God of light and dust be with you, 
And also with you. 
Open wide our hearts: 
We open them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to God our creator. 
Even in the midst of the wilderness, we give God our praise. 



 

 

Prayer of Communion 
Today we come together to recall the common memories we have of our Christ.   
We remember his leadership and the unconditional love he had for humankind. 
Here and now, we give thanks for the steadfast love of God  
that we see reflected in Jesus the Christ.   
We are grateful for one another and for all the saints throughout history. 
We give thanks to the hands who have harvested the grapes and grains before us.  
In a spirit of thanksgiving, we commit ourselves as servants to God’s children,  
finding new ways of bringing justice, righteousness and love  
to the shadows on this earth. 
May the Spirit come upon these elements.   
May the Spirit fill our hearts with love, kindness and acceptance.   
May the Spirit continue to aid us in our work in the world. 
May the Spirit empower us as we continue to walk these 40 days in the wilderness,  
as we face the sadness of the crucifixion and as we wait for the Christ’s resurrection. 
As Jesus continued on his journey, he could see that his time was drawing nearer.   
Our Christ knew that his love and leadership would take him to the cross.   
And as the final night was upon him, he drew close to his friends.   
To embrace the love, he had with them, he shared one last table. 
Jesus embraced the bread in his weathered hands, broke it,  
gave it to his friends asking them to remember him. 
Jesus clasped the cup, gave thanks one last time and asked them to remember him. 
The bread of life.  The cup of the new covenant.  Both given to us.   
Both we partake in together as we remember our servant-leader Jesus the Christ. 

Come for all things are ready. 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Even as we come to the table today, remembering our frailty,  
we also give God our thanks for this meal.   
We give our gratitude that we have come together as one Body of Christ.   
In these 40 days and as we walk the road to the crucifixion,  
continue to keep us awake to the ways we can bring Jesus the Christ’s  
leadership to our world.  Amen 

*Closing Hymn                       “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”            #473 

*Benediction  
Beloved of God, go now into the vast universe to be the people of God: 
Resist temptations that lead to destruction: 

We’ll create more beauty. 
Resist temptations that lead to isolation: 



 

 

We’ll reach out more to a world in need. 
Resist temptations based on false promises: 

We’ll rest in the hope of God. 
Love creation:  

We’ll safeguard its balance and harmonies! 
And in all these things, let the Spirit of Christ fill and inspire all your deeds 
as you seek to be a faithful part of Christ’s reconciling ministry. Amen. 

Postlude 
 

Tempting!  Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Lent was written by the Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, Minister and Team Leader for MESA, 
Ministerial Excellence, Support and Authorization Team.  © 2020 Justice Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United 
Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 
services of worship or church education.  All publishing rights reserved. CCLI# 3100743. 
 
 

 
 

We offer our deepest sympathy to Marcia, Ashli, and Lea Hornberger, 
and their extended family, on the passing of Kevin Hornberger on 
Tuesday, February 25. Arrangements are pending. We ask God to 
give them strength and peace in this difficult time. 

 
Cemetery Mowing & Grounds Care  

Please submit any last-minute bids to Butch or Carolyn Richter at 623-3454. 
 
 

SPUD, SOUP & SALAD LUNCHEON – TODAY – 11 AM – 1 PM  

Homemade Soups, Baked Potato & Salad Bar, Free Will Donation 

St. John’s United Church of Christ, 300 N. Huntersville Road, Batesville, IN  

Come join us!  All Are Welcome! 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3RD, 6PM – all are invited to a meeting with St. John 

Hubbells Corner, here in the hall. 

 

No excuses for missing church… Set your clocks forward 

1 hour before you go to bed on Saturday March 7th!  

Volunteers Today March 8 Offerings Next Week’s 
Scripture: Front Door Greeter Barb  Kim & Dwain 2/16/20 

Side Door Greeter Jim & Sally Poog $1780, OCWM $20 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

Liturgist Trish Kim G 2/23/20 John 3:1-17 or 

Organist Janet Sylvia $2068, OCWM $220 Matthew 17:1-9 



 

 

MORRIS FIREMEN’S BREAKFAST – SUNDAY, MARCH 8 – 7AM TO 1PM 
St. Anthony’s Schad Hall, whole hog sausage, pancakes, biscuits & gravy. 

Free will offering. All are welcome! 

 

USED BOOK & ETC. SALE – MARCH 12, 13, & 14 – 9AM TO 5PM 
Batesville Library Annex, 10 W Boehringer St. See East bulletin board for more info! 

 

 
 


