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PRELUDE 

∗ INTROIT        
    What Wondrous Love Is This       #257  vss 1-2 

*CALL TO WORSHIP/INVOCATION 

Leader:  Come, you who are toiling, you who are bound-up; 

People:  Come, Liberating God, hear our cries for mercy! 

Leader:  Come, you who are lost, you who are hopeless; 

People:  Come, Redeeming Christ, turn us to your light! 

Leader:  Come, you who are angry, you who are hurting; 

People:  Come, Cleansing Spirit, enter in to our hearts! 

Leader:  Come, for confession, for forgiveness, for restoration!  

People:  Come, O Holy One, free us, heal us, bless us! 
 

∗ HYMN 
             What Wondrous Love Is This            #257   vss 3-4 

ASH WEDNESDAY and LENT:WHY  

SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 58:1-12   

*CONFESSION – based on Psalm 51:1-17  

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  You know my transgressions, Righteous God, and so do I. 

Side B:   I have done what is evil in your sight. 

Side A:  Please: 

Side B:   Please: 

Side A:  As your people, we have not been as faithful as we could be. 

Side B:   But we do not know how to escape from our sin. 

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  We pass judgment on others; 

Side B:   And we forget that judgment is your job, not ours. 

Side A:  Please: 

Side B:   Please: 

Side A:  Do not cast me away from you; 

Side B:   Do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 
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The gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all things are now ready. 

{All who believe that Jesus is their Lord and Savior are invited to come forward 

up the center aisle to receive ashes first from the pastor, and then proceed to 

the communion servers for communion. Then return to your pew in a prayerful 

manner till all are served. Those with wheat allergies will be served at separate 

communion servers behind the pastor.} 

*Prayer of Response 

*ALL: O Lord, forgive our forgetting.  Remember us, O Lord, as we 

remember you.  For as you remember, we have hope! 

*Hymn 

                                                                                                            “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me”          

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 

 *BENEDICTION 

 Now is the acceptable time: put no obstacle in anyone’s way;  

 work together to accept God’s grace; and be reconciled to God.   

 Loose the bonds of injustice, break every yoke, and  

 let the oppressed go free.   

 Repair the breaches, restore the streets, and  

 let your light rise in the shadows of these Forty Days. 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE    

                    “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me” “Abide With Me”                         

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

*Postlude 
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Invitation to Eucharist  

Leader: We have confessed before God and each other that we are a needy 

people. We have confessed that we have failed, and forgotten God. And yet we 

have heard that God has remembered us! Christ our Lord has invited to His 

table all who have confessed their sins, and who desire to have Christ formed in 

them.  Let us give thanks together that God has remembered us, and yet has 

forgotten our sins! 

All: Jesus said, "I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever. . .because my flesh is true 

food and my blood is true drink." 
 

Hymn 

                                                                                                    "Blest Feast of Love Divine"  "Blest Feast of Love Divine"  "Blest Feast of Love Divine"  "Blest Feast of Love Divine"          (sung to "Blest Be the Tie")                                                                  
 

1. Blest feast of love divine! ’Tis grace that makes us free 

To feed upon this bread and wine, In mem’ry, Lord, of thee. 

 

2. That blood which flowed for sin, In symbol here we see; 

And feel the bless-ed pledge within, That we are loved by thee. 

 

3. Oh, if this glimpse of love, Be so divinely sweet. 

What will it be, O Lord above, Thy gladd’ning smile to meet? 
 

Sacrament of Communion (1 Corinthians) 

Leader: On the night our Lord Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks, 

and broke it. Then he said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this as a means 

of remembering me." 

In the same manner also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  Wipe away my wrongdoings, God of Mercy; 

Side B:   Hide your face from my transgressions, God of Love. 

Side A:  Please: 

Side B:   Please: 

Side A:  Create in me a clean heart. 

Side B:   Put a new and right spirit within me. 

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  Sustain in me a willing spirit; 

Side B:   And restore to me the joy of your salvation. 

Side A:  Please: 

Side B:   Please: 

Side A:  You desire truth in my inward being; 

Side B:   Therefore, teach me wisdom in my secret heart 

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  Let me hear joy and gladness; 

Side B:   Let me sing aloud of your deliverance! 

Side A:  Please: 

Side B:   Please: 

Side A:  Our sacrifices will not appease you 

Side B:   It is our genuine selves that you desire. 

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  Deliver me from bloodshed, God of my salvation, 

Side B:   And my whole self will declare your praise! 

Side A:  Have mercy on me, O God, 

Side B:   According to your steadfast love. 

Side A:  Then I will become an example for faithfulness; 

Side B:   And I will help others return to your ways. 

All:   Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love.  
{Pause} 
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*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE 

Leader: When we cry for help, God will respond, “Here I am.”   

  The sincerity of our confession is more pleasing to God  

  than all our boasting of accomplishments.   

  Through our Guide, our Nourishment, our Strength,  

  we can repent of our wrongdoing and rebuild our relationships,  

  and the light of God’s unfailing love will be magnified in us.   

SCRIPTURE READING                             2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  

*SCRIPTURE READING IN SONG   

          Don't Show Off Your Giving                       Ash Grove 

Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21ff 

Don't show off your giving — the good you are doing — 

But quietly give without public display. 

Let prayer be in secret, your spirit renewing. 

Don't heap empty phrases, but pray then this way: 

"Our Father in heaven, may your name be holy. 

We pray for your kingdom and our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we, too, pardon freely. 

Protect us from troubles and evils we dread." 
 

Whenever you're fasting, don't show off to others 

In hopes that your neighbors will speak well of you. 

Don't brag of your faith to your sisters and brothers, 

For it is enough that God sees what you do. 

Don't hoard earthly treasure or trust your possessions; 

They rust and are stolen; you'll have them no more! 

Instead seek God's kingdom — its worth never lessens — 

And find your heart's treasure in things that endure. 
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The eye is a lamp and we need it for seeing, 

So be like that lamp and let God's light shine through. 

You can't serve two masters with all of your being, 

So choose God or money! Which one will rule you? 

And so, too, I tell you to put away worry 

Of what you'll consume or the clothes that you'll wear. 

God cares for the birds and gives flowers their glory, 

So trust God for shelter and safety and care. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES AND HOLY COMMUNION 

The use of ashes is a powerful biblical symbol of both repentance and grace.  

The placing of ashes in the form of a cross on the forehead or wrist is a mark of 

human mortality and failure.  Yet it is also the mark of a willingness to come in 

humility before God, to confess our failures, and to ask for forgiveness and new 

strength.  This act of contrition also expresses faith in the grace of God who 

calls us to accountability for our sins, yet who also extends grace in the 

willingness to "forget" those sins for a new beginning.  It is this dimension of 

movement from the past to the future, the movement from failure to second 

chances, the movement from the old to the new that marks the beginning of the 

journey through Lent toward Easter. 

We are being called to faith in the renewal that comes by bowing before God 

with a penitent and seeking heart.  The Celebration of Holy Communion reminds 

us that we do not end in failure but in renewal.  This helps keep the spirit of Lent 

focused on repentance, but does not mire it in negativity and a preoccupation 

with sin and failure.  This Celebration should not be mournful but joyful, a 

celebration of God's grace. 

 

 


